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“I have become more aware of the severity and the impact of climate change and
am now able to take the information to do my part to help.”

“I have become more informed on what effects climate change has and how I can
help.”

“I have learnt that doing your part to reduce climate change is actually very easy,
and that working to mitigate climate change can bring a group together.”

“I have learnt a lot more detail about how we can all reduce our carbon footprint - 
in particular individual actions.”

“I believe that by doing this course, I have gained a greater understanding of the
impact that climate changes has on the globe and what precautions we can take 
in order to make a positive change to counteract these effects.”

“I have realised the importance of low carbon footprint.”

       

Carbon Literacy 
Qualification (CLQ)

For further information, please contact:
Ms Yaso Shan (Carbon Literacy Coordinator).  yas@varndean.ac.uk 

“This course has taught me about the
importance of carbon footprints in relation
to reducing carbon emissions. It has
given me an insight of how we can
collectively and individually mitigate
climate change. It has also allowed me to
come up with new innovative ways of
improving my carbon footprint.”

“I have acquired a deeper understanding
of the reasons for climate change and the
activities individuals can do to help fix the
issue.”

“I feel more confident if i was to now 
explain the effects/causes etc. of global
warming/climate change to other people.”



Carbon Literacy Qualification (CLQ)
Climate change is widely recognised as one of the greatest, and most urgent, 
challenges facing humankind. This challenge has been recognised not only 
locally but also nationally and globally.

An awareness of the carbon costs and the impact of everyday activities with a 
drive to reduce emissions is vitally important in tackling climate change. Without 
such education, the climate crisis will become steadily worse. Becoming carbon 
literate means not only understanding how we can reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions now but also becoming better prepared for the anticipated events and 
putting in place methods to both mitigate and adapt to the worst eventualities.

The CLQ is a nationally recognised, self-study, short course (approx. 10 hours) 
designed in partnership with the Manchester Metropolitan University, which you 
can choose to study during your own time.

This course will give you an overview of the basic science of climate change as 
well as an understanding of the actions required by governments, businesses 
and individuals in order to avoid the worst impacts of climate change and set us 
on a path towards a more sustainable future. It will also cover how we can limit 
the damaging effects of human activity by examining examples of green initia-
tives and sustainability projects that mitigate, redress or reverse some of the 
worst effects of climate change witnessed in the past few decades.
 
Achieving this qualification (CLQ) will not only leave you better
informed and more equipped to tackle climate change, but it will also look 
impressive on your CV.

The course will require you to think about your own actions and how you can 
offset your own and collective carbon footprints. The course is intended to 
provide a vision for future generations of young people who can be well informed 
and engaged with the issue so that you can consider effective long-term 
solutions to the current climate change predicament.

You will:

+ Gain an overview of the basic science of climate change.
+ Understand the actions required of the Government, organisations and
   individuals to tackle climate change
+ Improve your prospect for ‘green jobs’ either in the renewal energy industry or
   those that require you to have a basic knowledge about carbon footprints,
   environmental pollution or sustainability
+ Achieve a Level 3 qualification which will leave you better informed and look
   impressive on your CV or university personal statement.

There are six modules in this Level 3 qualification:

Module 1: Climate Change Basics: examining the basic scientific facts and evidence 
on climate change as well as looking at the various greenhouse gases that cause 
greenhouse effects.

Module 2: Exploring Carbon Footprints: examining the local, national and global
carbon footprints and their vulnerability to change. It also looks at the carbon footprints 
of our food and travel.

Module 3: A Zero Carbon World: exploring human activities that are causing climate
change and the importance of taking action to offset the worst effects of it. Also 
examining our carbon emissions and imagining a net zero carbon world.

Module 4: Influencing Others: examining how the college can deliver zero carbon,
implementing sustainable solutions and educating students on the impact of carbon      
emissions. It also examines the various challenges to communicating climate change to 
the wider world.

Module 5: Our Professional Influence: examining the role of the college in delivering 
zero carbon in all its actions from calculating its carbon footprint and regular reporting 
of emissions to progressing the college on the Climate Action Roadmap. It also ensures 
that carbon literacy and sustainability is embedded across all curriculum courses.

Module 6: Taking Action: examining our behaviours on climate impact, making
significant changes and taking action on how to make carbon savings. Also making 
individual and group pledges to reduce our carbon footprints.

We are offering this qualification via the tutorial programme and you will complete this 
course as independent study.


